No. 1 American Consulate Genoral, Boirut, Lobanon 
Novombor 3, 1942 


AIR MAIL 
CONFIDENTIAL 


POPULATION - SYRIA AND THE LEBANON 
(Civil Rogistor Lists) 
Proparod by William Witman II 


The lists which follow, showing the sedontar population, 
by communities, of Syria and of tho Lebanon, with broak-downs 

by principal citios and districts (Mohafazats), are taken from 
the official Civil Rogistor (Etat Civil) as of Docember 31, 

1941 for Syria and as of Juno 15, 1942 for the Lebanon. These 
figuros aro not a consus and do not roprosont total population 
in any caso, sinco an undetorminod proportion of tho popula~ 
tions of Syria and of tho Lobanon has consistontly refused to 

be rogistorod on tho civil lists; tho orror probably runs from 
ton porcont in tho Lebanon to as much as one-third in Syria. 

Tho proportional population by principal roligions (or com- 
munitios) is probably fairly accurato. In those Statos of 

tho Lovant, an individual's loyalty, both roligious and polit- 
ical, is to his own community and ho is known primarily as a 
membor of that soct. No govornmont or cabinet in oither 

country could hope to romain in power unloss each of tho 
principal majority and minority groups is adoquatoly ropresonted. 


Nomad Beduin tribos are not included in these compilations. 


From tho following tables, it may bo seon that in Syria, 
with a rogistored total of 2,704,359 porsons, the largest single 
community is that of the Sunni Moslems, with 1,871,394 adhor- 
onts; second, the Alaouitos, with 293,642, principally centered 
around Latakia; third, the Greek Orthodox, with 131,252; fourth, 
the Armenian Orthodox, with 99,878 (thore are also 15,472 Armon- 
ian Catholics); and fifth, the Druzes, with 83,789, principally 
centered in the Jebel Druze. In the Lebanon, with a registered 
total of 1,027,817 persons, the largest single commnity is that 
of the Maronitos (Uniate Catholic), with 305,127 adhorents; 
socond, the Sunni Mosloms, with 212,287; third, the Shia Mosloms, 
with 185,170; fourth, the Groek Orthodox, with 101,142; fifth, 
the Druzes, with 63,591, principally contered in the Chouf 
mountains; sixth, the Armonian Orthodox, with 59,335 (there 
are also 10,250 Armonian Catholics); and seventh, the Greek 
Catholics, with 58,874. Thoro are no other groups in either 
country with more than 50,000 registered population. 


Although 
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Although thoro aro somo olovon Christian socts listed 
(all Protostants aro lumpod into a singlo catogory), tho 
total of 941,684 Christians (385,114 in Syria; 461,048 in & 
tho Lobanon) is almost oqually divided botwooen tho Westorn 
Catholic and tho Eastorn Orthodox rites. Thero are, for +f 0 
oxamplo, four "National" or Uniate Catholic ritos affiliatod “ 
with the Church of Romo, in addition to tho Roman Catholic 
or "Latin"rito: Maronite, Greek Catholic, Syrian Catholic 
or Syriac, and Armonian Catholic; total Catholic or Uniate 
population in tho two countries, 475,237 (94,076 in Syria; 
581,161 in tho Lobanon). Thoro aro 10,651 Protestants in 
Syria and 9,994 in tho Lebanon, totalling 20,645 in tho two 
countrios. 


oread 


Of the Mohammodan groups, tho Sunni aro the prepondor- 
ant, with a total of 2,083,681 for the two countrios (1,871,394 
in Syria; 212,287 in tho Lobanon). Tho othor great soct of 
Mohammodans, tho Shia, count a total of 197,497 (12,327 in 
Syria; 185,170 in tho Lobanon). Thero are, in addition, the 
Alaouitos, Druzos, Ismailis and Yozidis, moro or less dorivod 
from Islam but distinct from it. 


Thoro aro 29,026 Jows in Syria and 5,194 in tho Lobanon, 
totalling 54,220 in tho two countrios. It is intorosting to 
noto that tho Moslem boast in Homs and Hama that no Jow has 
evor lived in those two citios is confirmod by the statistics. 


Othor racial or linguistic minorities do not show up 
in those compilations by roligious and geographical groups, 
oithor bocauso thoy bolong, like the Kurds, to ono of the 
alroady-listod roligious classifications, or because thoy 
aro non~-sodontary and consoquontly unrogistorod. 


In Syria, thoro are four citios with a rogistored 
population of moro than 100,000: first, Aleppo, with 299,218 
inhabitants; socond, Damascus, with 274,651; third, Homs, 
with 204,565; and fourth, Hama, with 149,119. In the 
Lobanon, tho city of Beirut has a rogistorod population of 
157,186 inhabitants. 
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Table 2 - THE LEBANON - Gonoral Recapitulation 
i 
' Mount ' North ' South ! 
| Soct ' Boirut '‘Lobanon' Lobanon' Lobanon' Bogaa ' TOTALS 
t t) ' q ! 1 
Sunni 48,969 17,190 97,297 21,873 26,958 212,287 
Shia 9,095 16,093 942 114,869 44,171 185,170 
Druzos 1,618 51,031 26 5,143 5,773 63, 591 
Maronitoes 114,460 159,433 84,810 27,537 18,885 305,127 
| Greek Orthodox 17,921 20,074 44,977 6,525 11,645 101,142 
| Grook Catholic 5,593 14,086 1,964 16,403 20,828 58,874 
Protostants 3,540 2,908 698 1,'705 1,143 9,994 
Latin (R.C.) 1,609 398 157 200 168 2,532 
Armonian Orthodox 37,106 13,618 1,269 1,468 5,874 59,335 
Armenian Catholic 5,693 3,069 114 236 1,138 10, 250 
Syrian Orthodox 2,224 238 107 21 1,230 3,820 
| Syrian Catholic 3,531 254 175 3 415 4,378 
Chaldoans 953 54 33 13 65 1,118 
Jows 4,530 83 43 498 40 5,194 
Various 344 541 4,257 19 44 5,005 
Totals by 
Mohafazat: 157,186 298,870 256,869 196,515 138,377 1,027,817 
| Tablo 3 - City of DAMASCUS, Syria 
Sunni 217,359 
| Shia +82 
H Alaoulitos 58 
| Druzoes 464 
| Ismailia 8 
Groek Orthodox 10,028 
| Greek Catholic 9,536 
{ Armonian Orthodox 16,462 
: Armenian Catholic 1,993 
I Protostants 809 
; Maronitos 906 
Pe Latin (R.C.) 594 
i Syrian Catholic 2,050 
Syrian Orthodox 857 
Chaldoans 181 
Jows 13,416 
Yozidis 6 
Total: 274,651 


Noto: For total figures of Mohafazat of Damascus, add tablos 3 and 4. 


Table 4 - Mohafazat of DAMASCUS (except City) 
‘Suburbs ' "Wadi ol! 

Sect of Damascus' Douma'Kalamoun' Ajam 'Zobdani'Kunoitra' Totals 
Sunni 67,771 '56,407' 58,996 '20,269' 18,925' 33,982 '256,350 
Shia 14 122 4 4 - 2 146 
Alaouites 3 251 4 7 - 3,672 3,937 
Druzos 4,024 - - 6,045 - 4,382 14,452 

Ismailis - - 1 - ~ ” 
Groek Orthodox 1,598 2,050 2,442 4,412 1,849 768 13,119 
A Groek Catholic 72 2,972 6,072 642 178 539 10,475 
Armenian Orthodox 6 16 5 6 25 63 
Armonian Catholic 8 - 25 - 55 94 
a Protestants 3 - 93 216 248 151 710 
: Maroni tes 1 - 9 1 5 92 124 
: Latin (R.C.) - - 3 2 - 54 59 
Syrian Catholic 2 - 629 536 - - 1,167 
Syrian Orthodox 2 - 6 2 - 105 115 
Chaldoans 1 - ~ 1 - ~ 2 
Jews 5 = - - - - 5 
TOTALS: 73,510 61,818 68,3887 32,166 21,210 43,834 300,825 
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Table 5 - 


Sunni 

Shia 

Alsouitos 

Druzes 

Ismailis 

Grook Orthodox 
Grook Catholic 
Armonian Orthodox 
Armonian Catholic 
Protostants 
Maronitos 

Latin (R.C.) 
Syrian Catholic 
Syrian Orthodox 
Chaldoans 

Jows 

Yozidis 


City of ALEPPO, Syria 


179,157 
1 

427 

8 


5,682 
11,592 
58,508 

8,455 

2,709 

3,547 

2,593 

5,829 

5,194 

2,174 
13,341 


Total: 


299,218 


Note: For total figures of Mohafazat of Aleppo, add tablos 5, 6 and 7. 


Table 6 - Mohafazat of ALEPPO (excopt city) - Part I 


Jobvel 
' Somaan! 


' 'Maarrat | ' Jebol! : 
Soct ' Tdlib' al Noman! Harom! Alkrad! Azaz 
Sunni 67,809 35,169 39,572 60,3552 47,157 71,529 
Shia 3,951 - - - 5,275 
AlaouiLtos 11 166 - 71 - 
Druzos 951 - 571 - - 
Temailis 1 ~ - 26 - 
Grook Orthodox 1,005 37 6 21 128 
Grook Catholic 4 4 - 9 40 
Armonian Orthodox 307 L171 12 751 1952 
Armonian Catholic 8B 5 9 58 17 
Protostants 16 - - 46 15 
Maronitos 1 - - - 4 
Latin (R.C.) 8 - - 12 23 
Syrian Catholic 7 - - 11 1 
Syrian Orthodox 4 9 5 2 1 
Chaldoans - - - 6 8 
Jows - 12 7 25 
Yozidis - - - 1,186 8 
TOTALS : 73,683 35,561 39,987 62,558 54,634 71,329 


TOTALS 
321,168 


557, 752 


Note: For total figures of Mohafazat of Aleppo, add tables 5, 6 and 7. 


Tablo 7 - Mohafazat of ALEPPO (except city) - Part IT 


Soct 


Sunni 
Shia 
Alaouites 
Druzos 
Tamailis 


Greek Orthodox 6 
Greek Catholic 

Armenian Orthodox 
Armenian Catholic 


Protestants 
Meronitos 


Latin (R.C.) 
Syrian Catholic 
Syrian Orthodox 


Chaldeans 
Jews 
Yozidis 


TOTALS: 


' 


' Bab 
{ { 
42,052 


' Mombid 


1 - 
848 

14 

5 


569 


43,210 48,504 


{ 
1 


' 
47,901 


Jis 
Cho 
28,010 
1,799 - 
1,969 43 
8 26 
467 2,192 
10 76 
14 97 
8 4 
1,061 59 
- 76 
- 38 
- 35 
- 66 
35, 546 


t tAin-oel- 

yr ' Jerablus/! Arab ' TOTALS 
{ t) 

23,412 23,672 165,047 


1,799 


2,061 
58 


26,104 24,489 175,455 


Note: For total figures of Mohafazat of Aleppo, add tables 5, 6 and 7. 
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Tablo 8 - City of HOMS and Nahiohs, Syria 


Sunni 
Shia 
Alaouitos 
Druzos 
Ismeilis 


Groek Orthodox 
Grock Catholic 
Armonian Orthodox 
Armenian Catholic 


Protostants 
Haronitos 
Latin (R.C.) 


Syrian Catholic 
Syrian Orthodox 


Chaldoans 
Jows 
Yozidia 


134,443 
2,604 
21,294 


8 
19,950 
3,617 
1,436 
1,479 
1,722 
543 
433 
2,956 
13,857 
21 


Total: 204,363 


Table 9 - City of HAMA, Syria, and dopendoncies 


' BAMA. ' 
Sunni 90,155 | 
Shia - 
Alaoultos 9,979 
Druzos ~ 
Ismailis 46 
Grook Orthodox 16,804 
Grook Catholic 328 
Armonian Orthodox 587 
Armonian Catholic 24 
Protestants 611 
Meronites ol 
Latin (R.C.) 11 
Syrian Catholic 254 
Syrian Orthodox 649 
Chaldoans 1 
Jows - 
TOTALS : 119,160 


Solomich ' TOTALS 
5,664 95,819 
200 200 
4,592 14,571 
19,290 19,536 
4 16,808 

Hi) $31 

174 $61 

20 44 

1 512 

1 32 

11 

- 254 
10 659 

- 1 


nc EY 


29,959 149,119 


Table 10 - Caza of tho HAURAN, Syria, and dopondencios 


Sunnl 

Shia 

Alaouitos 

Druzes 

Ismailia 

Groek Orthodox 
Groek Orthodox 
Armenian Orthodox 
Armenian Catholic 
Protostants 
Maronitos 

Latin (R.C.) 
Syrian Catholic 
Syrian Orthodox 
Chaldeans 

Jows 


TOTALS: 


' Doraa 


44,638 


47,143 


' Ezraa ! Zaouion ' TOTALS 
46,271 13,552 104,241 
- 4 4 

- - 6 
38 - 38 
1,204 143 3,170 
4,759 30 5,299 
106 - 130 

- 2 106 
19 4 29 

50 - 53 

111 - 140 


52, 558 15, 525 


113, 226 
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Tablo 11 - Caza of tho EUPHRATES, Syria, and dopondoncies 


Soct 'Doir-oz-Zor' Mayadine' Abou Komal ' Rakka ' TOTALS 
t ] 


51,481 220,612 


Sunni 98,067 
* Shia - 

Alaouitos 54 
Druzos 2 
Ismailis 3 
Grook Orthodox 114 
Grook Catholic 11 
Armonian Orthodox 646 
Armonian Catholic 446 
Protostants 22 
Maronitos 68 
Latin (R.C.) 20 
Syrian Catholic 584 
Syrian Orthodox 670 
Chaldoans 184 
Jows 24 

TOTALS : 100,915 


38,545 


38, 561 


32,519 
1 


we) 


17 
6 
14 
8 


352,609 


4 59 

- 2 
2 5 
156 256 
7 29 
1,525 2,178 
230 712 
10 52 

2 70 

4 24 

61 662 
LO? 782 
35 2335 

2 54 


53,606 225,692 


Tablo 12 - Mohafazat of tho JEZIREH, Syria, and dopendencies 


1 Hagagtqheh 89° + Kamechlich ' Tigris ' TOTALS 
1 ' t { 

Sunni 54,037 43,751 11,380 99,168 
Shia 17 309 - 326 
AlaouLtos 6 103 ~- 109 

Druzos - - - - 
Iamailis 1 4 1 6 
Grook Orthodox 107 171 8 286 
Groek Catholic 20 25 - 45 
Armonian Orthodox 991 4,999 927 6,907 
Armonian Catholic 774 713 105 1,592 
Protostants 95 199 60 554 
Maroni tes 9 41 2 52 
Latin (R.C.) 5 21 1 27 
Syrian Catholic 706 1,343 504 2,553 
Syrian Orthodox 35,957 8,216 1,998 14,171 
Chaldoans 708 500 494 1,702 
Jows 43 1,696 76 1,815 
Yozidis 578 852 29 1,259 
Nostorians 8,975 ~ - 8,975 
TOTALS : 50,827 62,9535 15,385 139,145 


Table 13 - Mohafazat of tho JEBEL DRUZE and _doependoncios 


' Sovueida ! Salkhad ! Chahba t TOTALS 
Sunni 660 562 207 1,429 
Shia 12 41 K) 56 
Alaouitos 47 o2 13 92 
Druzos 27,612 25,154 16,533 67,299 
Iamailis - - - - 
Greek Orthodox 2,759 1,471 178 4,408 
Groek Catholic 1,227 235 1,035 2,597 
Armenian Orthodox 259 27 Sl S17 
Armonian Catholic 69 51 10 140 
- Protestants 582 3 - 385 
Maronites 82 8 4 94 
Syrian Catholic - - - - ° 
avon Orthodox - 16 - 16 
Chaldoans - - - - 
Jews 10 - - 10 
TOTALS : 35,123 25,700 18,014 76,847 
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Tablo 14 - Mohafazat of tho JEBEL ALAOUITE and dopondoncies - Part I 


Soct ' Latakia ' Daffoh _' Jobloh ' Banias ' TOTALS 
q ' ' 

Ser 51,618 12,706 7,269 5,596 57,189 

Shia - - - - - 
Alaouites 30,3530 32,178 48,604 23,2354 134,346 
Druzos 4 - - - 4 
Ismailis 12 2 1 2,285 2,300 
Groek Orthodox 6,365 2,395 307 2,029 11,096 
Grook Catholic 63 56 5 12 136 
Armonian Orthodox 4,821 538 350 72 5,261 
Armonian Catholic 609 ‘ . 3 - 612 
Protostants 2,287 152 67 5 2,511 
Maronites 811 - 12 1,744 1,567 
Latin (R.C.) 847 18 - 6 871 
Syrian Catholic 24 - - - 24 

Syrian Orthodox - - - - - 
Chaldeans 24 - - - 24 
Jows 9 - - - 9 
TOTALS: 77,824 4'7,845 56,298 34,983 215,950 


Note: For total figures of Mohafazat of tho Jobol Alaouite. add 
tables 14 and 15. 


Table 15 - Mohafazat of tho JEBEL ALAOUITE and dependencies ~- Part II 


Tar tous 
Soct ' Massiaf ' and Rouad ' Safita ' Toll Kalakh ' TOTAIS 
q [] t ' 

Sunni 961 10,865 1,220 6,574 19,420 
Shia - - - - - 
Alaoultos 335,039 23,840 42,937 17,900 117,716 
Druzes - - - ~ - 
ITsamailis 2,840 1,988 - 81 - 4,909 
Greek Orthodox 3,023 6,292 11,251 22,625 - 43,191 
Grook Catholic 35 28 514 1,559 2,136 
Armenian Orthodox 175 77 25 - 277 
Armonian Catholic - 32 8 - : 40 
Protostants 110 5 189 587 691 
Maronitos 751 675 2,516 844 4,585 
Latin (R.C.) 1 7 146 16 170 


Syrian Catholic 


Syrian Orthodox - - - 6 6 

Chaldoans - - 15 - 15 

Jews - - - = - 
TOTALS: 40,935 43,809 58,620 49,792 193,156 


Note: For total figures of Mohafazat of the Jebel Alaouite, 
add tables 14 and 15. 


Table 16 


Table 16 


Druzos 
Meronites 


Grook Orthodox 
Grook Catholic 


- 9 «- 


- City of BEIRUT, Lebanon 


48,969 
9,095 
1,618 


14,460 
17,921 


Protostants 
Latin (R.C.) 
Armonian Orthodox 
Armontan Catholic 


5,593 


Syrian Orthodox 
Syrian Catholic 


Chaldeans 
Jows 
Various 


TOTAL: 


Tablo 17 - MouNT LEBANON 
anal ee SE DANON 


oct y abda_ ' Meton ! fe) t 
———Seek ___}_Baabda ' Meton Chouf : 
Sunni 1,338 115 14,648 188 
Shia 8,478 266 1,328 879 
Druzos 8,403 898 20,966 20,763 
Maroni tos 26,233 39,220 23,536 13,043 
Grook Orthodox 4,404 6,528 249 7,632 
Grook Catholic 1,828 5,705 6,236 1,696 
Protos tants 159 1,510 455 647 
Latin (R.C.) - 598 - - 
Armenian Orthodox 190 11,380 - 592 
Armenian Catholic 155 2,590 - 61 
Syrian Orthodox 19 199 ~ - 
Syrian Catholic 42 127 - - 
Chaldoans 24 12 - ~ 
Jows - 13 - 70 
Various 114 8 66 86 
TOTALS 3 51,387 66,969 67,484 45,456 
Table 18 - NoRTH LEBANON 


Aloy ' Kesrouant TOTALS 


137 2,908 

- 598 
1,656 13,618 
263 5,069 

20 238 

85 254 

18 54 

- 83 
67 541 
67,574 298870 


Akkar ' £1 Koura! Batroun! TOTALS 


Sect : ' Tripoli ! Zghorta ! 
f) 
Sunni 61,756 2,003 50,339 
24 2 


2,297 902 97,297 
Shia 314 338 264 942 
Druzos 7 - - - 19 26 
Maronites 4,438 40,734 10,166 8,292 21,180 84,810 
Greek Orthodox 8,311 1,121 12,644 18,157 4,744 44,977 
Greek Catholic 310 114 803 58 679 1,964 
Protestants 240 - 417 356 5 698 
Latin (R.C.) 157 ~ - = - 157 
Armenian Orthodox 1,156 - 12 5S 68 1,269 
Armenian Catholio 54 - 27 1 32 114 
Syrian Orthodox 107 - - - - 107 
Syrian Catholic 174 ~ - - 1 175 
Chaldeans Ke) - - - ~ 33 
Jews 43 - - - 


- 43 
Various 2,921 1,290 22 24 4,257 


TOTALS; 79,731 


43,974 56,012 29,254 


27,918 286,869 


Table 19 


Table 19 - SOUTH LEBANON 
Sect ' Saida ' Jozzine ' Sour ' Morjayoun ' TOTALS 
1 1 t t [] 
Sunni 13,491 499 2,353 5,530 21,875 
Shia 44,020 3,157 50,400 17,292 114,869 
pruzos 41 172 4 4,926 5,143 
Maronitos 5,915 15,056 3,978 2,588 27,537 
Grook. Orthodox 176 2 269 6,056 6,525 
Grool: Catholic 6,435 3,778 4,321 1,869 16, 403 
Protostents 395 26 401 883 1,705 
Latin (R.C.) 31 1 81 87 200 
Armonian Orthodox 271 15 1,118 64 1,468 
Armonian Catholic 43 47 93 53 236 
Syrian Orthodox 5 2 - 14 21 
Syrian Catholic 2 - - 1 3 
Cnaldeans 9 - 4 - 13 
Jows 498 - - - 498 
Various vi - 12 - 19 
TOTALS ¢ 71,559 22,777 63,034 39,3635 196,515 
fable 20 - BEQAA 
Soct ! Zehleh ' Rachayea ' Baalbock ' Hormel ' TOTALS 
1 t i] { 
Sunni 16,667 4,179 5,208 904 26,958 
Shia 6,631 5 28,018 9,517 44,171 
Druzes 422 5,545 +s) 1 5,773 
Maronites 12,209 552 5,681 443 18,885 
Groek Orthodox 6,580 4,018 1,045 4 11,645 . 
Grook Catholic 14,809 252 1,472 4,295 20,828 
Protestants 1,065 35 45 - 1,143 
atin (R.C.) 167 - 1 - 168 
Armonien Orthodox 5,748 16 97 13 5,874 
Armonian Catholic 1,110 17 8 Ks) 1,138 
Syrian Orthodox 1,250 = - - 1,250 
Syrian Catholic 535 74 6 - 415 
Chaldoans 61 - - 4 65 
Jows 40 = - - 40 
Various 9 - 10 25 44 
TOTALS: 67,081 14,495 41,594 15,209 138,377 
ie 
Approved: : \ 
_f i 
ha i | L 
Wiltiam M. William Witman IT 


Amorican Consul. 
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Octuplicate to Department. 
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(Voluntary Report) 


Amorican Vice Consul . i} 
I} 


NO. 419, 


AMERICAN CONSULATE GENERAL 
Beirut, Lebanon, July 7, 1942. 


Confidential. 


SUBJECT: The Admission of Jews into 
‘ Syria and the Lebanon. 


THE HONORABLE 


‘reg 


THE SECRETARY oF STATE, 
WASHINGTON. 


July 21, 1941, from General WILSON to General CATROUX on 
the question of admitting Jews from Palestine into Syria 
and the Lebanon, which was Given me confidentially. tv 


As will be seen, General Wilson is Opposed to Jews 
coming here from Palestine. Whether the note expresses 


{ 


SIR: 
As of possiblo interest to the Department, I have ° 
the honor to enclose herewith a copy of a note dated 
his purely personal opinion or is an expression of British ft 
or Army policy is not known. Nor is it known whether it 
was written spontaneously or in reply to a request. 
It is dated only a few days Subsequent to the cessa~- 
tion of the hostilities between the British and Vichy 
French troops. General Wilson's Suggestion as to the 
advisability of controlling the transfer of real property | 
for the present was apparently followed. tn this connec- 
tion reference is respectfully made to despatch No. 128 
of August 17, 1941, from this Consulate General. . . 
The French policy as regards the admission of Jews 
into these territories has consistently been to keep them 
out, with a view to preventing troubles similar to those 
that took place in Palestine. 


However, 


-Q= 
However, a quite considerable number of Jews have 


come in from Palestine in the wake of the British Army, 


usually as contractors or engineers, and the French have 


had some trouble in getting rid of a number of them once 

their services for the Army have terminated. However, 

they seem determined to make them leave this territory. 
The only case known to this office of an Ames ican 


Jew who has shown interest in the territory 1s that of 


Mr. Julius SIMON, President of the Palestine Economic 


Corporation of New York. He is interested in developing 


the irrigation and hydro-olectric possibilities of the 


Litani River. le called on June 18, 1942, to state that 


he had seen some of the high Lebanese officials and was 


pleased with the interest they showed in his project, 


but readily agreed that the present is not the time to 


undertake great schemes requiring the investment of 
considerable capital. 


Respectfully yours, 


Willidm M. Gwynn 
American Consul 


Enclosure: 
Copy of note dated 
July 21, 1941. 


Triplicate to the Department. 
Copy sent to American Consulate General, Jerusalen. 


852 


wal. 


A true copy of 


WuG/ht 
the sigued orig!- 


(Enclosure to despatch No. 419 from the American Consulate 
General, Beirut, Lebanon, dated July 7, 1942.) 


(COPY) 


HEADQUARTERS BRITISH FORCES, 
PALESTINE AND TRANSJORDAN, 
JERUSALEM 
2lst July, 1941. 


My dear General, 


There is one point in connection with the adminis-~ 
tration of Syria which I would like to bring to your 
notice, and that is the question of infiltration of Jews 
from Palestine into the country. I think it should be 
prevented where possible, as they will only come in for 
the sake of profit and will not add to the popularity of 
the British regime. It might also be a good thing to 
prevent sales of land, real estato, etc., for the present, 
as it is most likely that it is in that direction that 
they will turn their attention with a view to establishing 
themselves for trade later. 

I am very soeny I will miss you when passing through 
Damascus tomorrow (Tuesday) but I am on my way through 
north to Aleppo for a reconnaissance. I will be back at 
Ain Sofar on Thursday evening and could call and see you 
at Boilrut on Friday morning if you happen to be there. 


Yours sincerely, 


(Signed) Wilson 


Général d'arm6e G. CATROUX 
DAMAS, 


Comp. HT 


